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From the Chairman 

This me last year we were well into the planning for FASHKOSH 2020 and were 

looking forward to presen ng the best airshow that Stellenbosch and possibly even 

the Western Cape had ever seen. On the  back of our Airshow of the Year Award for 

2019  we were well on our way to two amazing days of flying and then COVID 19 

hit us and at the me none of us could have foreseen the impact that this  pandem‐

ic would have on us all. It has impacted us in our business and personal lives and 

many of us have even lost friends and loved ones and my condolences go out to all 

of you who have. It has also impacted the Club and our ac vi es and most signifi‐

cantly our employees. While we were closed for a period, reduced hours subsequently and even now 

coming out of adjusted level 3 restric ons, we have managed to keep our staff employed. Some of 

what they received came from the TERS fund but we were able to supplement this to a certain extend 

thanks to the very strong financial posi on in which the Club finds itself.  

While flying and Club ac vi es were down, the business of running the club con nued apace with chal‐

lenges and achievements keeping us both busy and mo vated along the way.  The lockdown caused us 

to postpone our AGM which was followed by an SGM to se le  aspects of the Cons tu on requiring 

upda ng and refinement. In addi on aspects of Club management which were of concern to some 

members were tabled, discussed and put to bed and I am grateful to those members who through it all 

have con nued to put their faith in this commi ee. I assure you that we have your and the Club’s best 

interests at heart and will con nue to work and where necessary fight for the rights and privileges that 

you value as a member of this fantas c Club. Both the Cons tu on and the Rules are in final review 

a er several edits and adjustments to the changes that were agreed and  both will be published short‐

ly in their final form. Thank you to all who contributed to and assisted with this process and to our 

members for the unanimous acceptance of the changes proposed as discussed at the SGM. 

Our discussions and  nego a ons with the Stellenbosch Municipality have come to a conclusion and I 

am very happy  to be able to announce that we have had formal no ce that our lease will be renewed. 

I must especially thank Mike Miller wo has ensured con nuity through this process and has con nued 

to assist despite having declined re‐elec on to the commi ee.  Just the formali es remain. 

Our fleet ra onalisa on program as discussed both at the AGM and SGM and also in communica on 

prior to these events has taken a major step forward with the sale of both ZS KUI and ZS LSN for what 

is clearly a very good price considering their condi on. I would like to thank Derek Lord for his hard 

work securing this deal. 

Lastly I would like to thank your commi ee for their dedica on and hard work through this me includ‐

ing Rikus as our Safety Officer. I would also like to thank and commend Anton and Marko for all they 

did through lockdown to keep the Club and Training Centre func oning as they did. It was a remarka‐

ble effort which bore amazing results.          Jurie 



The Club through lockdown 

There can be no doubt  that COVID 19 was the single biggest disrup on to come out of nowhere in a 

very long me. The impact on the Club, it’s members and employees has been significant and through 

it all we were most acutely aware of it’s impact on our staff. Between Evelyn and Anton a monumental 

effort was employed to ensure that all were enrolled for the TERS compensa on and we were very 

fortunate despite a severely curtailed income stream that we were able to keep all our loyal staff em-

ployed. As restric ons were li ed progres-

sively Anton was able to open certain ser-

vices and ac vi es and this was posi ve 

both to the members and employees. 

Lockdown also provided Anton with an 

opportunity to focus on maintenance and 

repairs and the Club has never looked 

be er. The Clubhouse and the lawn are in 

fantas c shape making your Club a loca-

on that takes a tremendous amount of 

bea ng.   

In order to ensure con nuity of training for 

our students and revenue for the Club, our 

CFI Marko Nel ensured that as regula ons permi ed, training and flying ac vi es con nued or re-

sumed. The most significant change to the way that training is delivered took the form of a move 

online for the classroom sessions with ZOOM being used effec vely as the pla orm of choice. The re-

sult is that coming out of lockdown our flying hours are up and our students con nue to enjoy the 

high quality of training to which they have become accustomed and for which Stellenbosch is known. 

None of this is easy and without challenges and the Club had to implement a strict regime of COVID 19 

control measures which have clearly been effec ve since we are aware of only one possible person to 

person infec on at the Club and this took place during a social  gathering and did not affect our train-

ing ac vi es or admin office. When one compares this to another club (not avia on) that had 65 infec-

ons most probably from a single event, this is quite an achievement.  Our COVID 19 monitors have 

been doing a sterling job of scanning and recording 

all arrivals at the Club facilitated by Anton’s pedes-

trian management system which funnels all arrivals 

to the control point. At the me of publica on the 

further reduc on in lockdown level 3 sees us able 

again to offer full service and extend our clubhouse 

hours so we look forward to seeing all of our mem-

bers again making use of our fantas c facili es. 

 

 



Fleet Ra onalisa on and Upgrades 

Our beau ful new Cessna 

172 ZS OHH arrived at Stel-

lenbosch in August 2020 

and has proven very popu-

lar judging by the hours 

that she is being flown. This 

aircra  is in absolutely p 

top condi on  and looks 

every bit the part on the 

ramp or in the air.  

A er much to-ing and fro-

ing we recently bade fare-

well to our last remaining 

Cessna 152 aircra  ZS LSN 

and ZS KUI. We received an 

unsolicited offer for both of 

these aircra  for a final figure of R450 000 which is quite excep onal given their present condi on and 

when put to the members those who responded were overwhelmingly in favour of the proposed sale. 

They were sold to Cycloon Holland and will be exported to Holland and will be based at Maastricht 

Holland Airport where they will be used for instruc on and hire and fly. The exchange rate clearly 

played a role in this transac on with the buyer ge ng good value and the Club ge ng an excep onal 

price for two aircra  that would have cost the Club a large amount of money to return to the air. LSN 

was flown to FACT and very big  thank you must go to Nic McFall for the free use of a truck to get KUI 

to Cape Town following disassembly at FASH. 

The transi on to the Foxbats has been rela vely smooth, however the percep on that EJB is a less ca-

pable aircra  than MAP has meant that she has seen lower u lisa on than her yellow sister. While a 

look at the performance of the two would suggest that this is the case, in the training context this is an 

insignificant factor and 

in order to correct this 

mispercep on, EJB is 

being offered at the 

bargain price of R995 

per hour for the next six 

months to encourage 

u lisa on. This is the 

lowest rate per hour 

currently  available in 

the Western Cape. 

 



Clubhouse and Events 

We had hoped to hold our deferred airshow in March 2021. This is clearly not yet going to be possible 

and to plan in the hope that it will be will certainly be unwise. We instead plan to hold the next show 

in March 2022 and ckets sold for 2020 will be honoured.  

So that we do not miss out on some planned flying fun in 2021, we intend to hold a fly in and fun day 

in March with spot landing compe ons among the ac vi es planned for the day. Watch this space. A 

date and more details to follow. 

 

We are planning the re-introduc on of Club nights and will communicate shortly as to these events 

and the dates on which they will take place. As before our fantas c kitchen is again open seven days a 

week with a menu that is guaranteed to have something to please everyone and is certainly the best 

value in the area. 

For Sale 

Hangar 14 

80 square metres. Newly constructed approximately 5 years ago with an epoxy coated floor and in-

stalled kitchen corner. Located near the fuel bay. Asking  R1.25 million 

Hangar 61 

150 square metre half share of a 300 square metre hangar at the far northern end for sale at R800 000 

 

Please direct any enquiries  to the administra on office. 

In Memorium 

 

Sadly this has been a me of loss and grief for many and the Club, it’s mem-

bers and affiliates have not been unaffected. The recent passing Dr Harold 

Bloch was a shock to many. He was an ac ve member for many years and the 

news of his passing was received with much sadness. We recognise the contri-

bu on that he made over his many years of membership. We were also very 

sad to hear of the recent passing of Zinzo Cebani, one of our long serving wait-

ers who passed recently a er a long illness. His  happy disposi on and very 

pleasant manner gave no indica on of his illness to 

those who did not know and he will be missed. He 

is pictured here on the le  with Mzwandile.  

Our chairman, Dr Jurie Steyn recently lost his 

brother to COVID 19 and our condolences go to 

him and his family.   

Francois Weyers, opera ons manager for Kishugu Avia on, a seasonal reg-

ular at the Club during the Cape fire season and who was known to many, 

succumbed to COVID 19 on 11 January. He was our main point of contact 

with Kishugu and was an absolute gentleman to deal with who became a 

friend to many at the Club. He will be missed and we are sure that he will 

leave a void at Kishugu that will be difficult to fill. 


